Technical Review Notification Letters
HWY18MHO005

(23 pages)



National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594

September 28, 2018

Randy Jamerson, Sergeant
Albemarle County Police Department, Special Operations
1600 5th Street, Suite D, Charlottesville, VA 22902

Re:  Railroad Grade Crossing Amtrak Train and Refuse Truck
January 31, 2018
Crozet, VA

Sgt. Jamerson,

Enclosed are copies of each draft group chairman factual report in the above-referenced
investigation, for your technical review and comment. The deadline for submitting comments is
September 12, 2018. The NTSB investigative team will review all factual comments and
provide the parties with a written summary of the disposition of those comments, including
whether any changes have been or will be made to group chairman factual reports. In addition to
any comments you may have on the draft reports, please also indicate whether you believe any
additional investigation is needed to complete the factual record.

The purpose of a technical review is to verify the accuracy and completeness of the
factual information on which the analysis will be based. We are inviting factual comments only,
not analytical comments or editorial suggestions. After the technical review, you will have an
opportunity to submit a party submission in which you may offer your analysis, including
proposed conclusions, probable cause, and recommendations. We will set the due date for party
submissions after the technical review.

Please remember that draft factual reports are for official use only until released in the
public docket, and NTSB regulations prohibit the release of investigative information that has
not been released by the NTSB without prior consultation and approval of the Investigator-in-
Charge (IIC).

Please feel free to contact me at _ or e-mail me at _ if

you have any questions regarding the technical review process.

Respectfully,

Peter Kotowski, Investigator-in-Charge



Attachments:

I.

D A T e B

Crash Summary

Aerial Imagery Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Highway and Signals Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report
Railroad Operations Group Chairman’s Report

On-Board Video Group Chairman’s Report

Event Recorder Group Chairman’s Report

Vehicle Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Motor Carrier Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Human Performance Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report

10. Survival Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report



National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594

September 28, 2018

James J. Dwyer Supervisory Senior Resident Agent
2211 Hydraulic Road, Suite 201
Charlottesville, VA 22901

Re:  Railroad Grade Crossing Amtrak Train and Refuse Truck
January 31, 2018
Crozet, VA

Agent Dwyer,

Enclosed are copies of each draft group chairman factual report in the above-referenced
investigation, for your technical review and comment. The deadline for submitting comments is
September 12, 2018. The NTSB investigative team will review all factual comments and
provide the parties with a written summary of the disposition of those comments, including
whether any changes have been or will be made to group chairman factual reports. In addition to
any comments you may have on the draft reports, please also indicate whether you believe any
additional investigation is needed to complete the factual record.

The purpose of a technical review is to verify the accuracy and completeness of the
factual information on which the analysis will be based. We are inviting factual comments only,
not analytical comments or editorial suggestions. After the technical review, you will have an
opportunity to submit a party submission in which you may offer your analysis, including
proposed conclusions, probable cause, and recommendations. We will set the due date for party
submissions after the technical review.

Please remember that draft factual reports are for official use only until released in the
public docket, and NTSB regulations prohibit the release of investigative information that has
not been released by the NTSB without prior consultation and approval of the Investigator-in-
Charge (IIC).

Please feel free to contact me at _ or e-mail me at _ if

you have any questions regarding the technical review process.

Respectfully,

Peter Kotowski, Investigator-in-Charge



Attachments:

I.

D A T e B

Crash Summary

Aerial Imagery Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Highway and Signals Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report
Railroad Operations Group Chairman’s Report

On-Board Video Group Chairman’s Report

Event Recorder Group Chairman’s Report

Vehicle Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Motor Carrier Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Human Performance Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report

10. Survival Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report



National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594

September 28, 2018

Rodney Whaley, Crossing and Trespass Regional Manager
Federal Railroad Administration
1730 West Monroe, Wytheville, VA 24382

Re:  Railroad Grade Crossing Amtrak Train and Refuse Truck
January 31, 2018
Crozet, VA

Mr. Whaley, =

Enclosed are copies of each draft group chairman factual report in the above-referenced
investigation, for your technical review and comment. The deadline for submitting comments is
September 12, 2018. The NTSB investigative team will review all factual comments and
provide the parties with a written summary of the disposition of those comments, including
whether any changes have been or will be made to group chairman factual reports. In addition to
any comments you may have on the draft reports, please also indicate whether you believe any
additional investigation is needed to complete the factual record.

The purpose of a technical review is to verify the accuracy and completeness of the
factual information on which the analysis will be based. We are inviting factual comments only,
not analytical comments or editorial suggestions. After the technical review, you will have an
opportunity to submit a party submission in which you may offer your analysis, including
proposed conclusions, probable cause, and recommendations. We will set the due date for party
submissions after the technical review.

Please remember that draft factual reports are for official use only until released in the
public docket, and NTSB regulations prohibit the release of investigative information that has
not been released by the NTSB without prior consultation and approval of the Investigator-in-
Charge (IIC).

Please feel free to contact me at _ or e-mail me at _ if

you have any questions regarding the technical review process.

Respectfully,

Peter Kotowski, Investigator-in-Charge



Attachments:
1. Crash Summary
2. Aerial Imagery Group Chairman’s Factual Report
3. Highway and Signals Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report
4. Railroad Operations Group Chairman’s Report
5. On-Board Video Group Chairman’s Report
6. Event Recorder Group Chairman’s Report
7. Vehicle Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report
8. Motor Carrier Group Chairman’s Factual Report
9. Human Performance Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report

10. Survival Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report



National Transportation Safety Board

Washington, D.C. 20594

September 28, 2018

Trooper Scott Parsons
Virginia State Police
Safety Division, Area 63
515 South Main Street
Ambherst, VA 24521

Re:  Railroad Grade Crossing Amtrak Train and Refuse Truck
January 31, 2018
Crozet, VA

Tpr. Parsons,

Enclosed are copies of each draft group chairman factual report in the above-referenced
investigation, for your technical review and comment. The deadline for submitting comments is
September 12, 2018. The NTSB investigative team will review all factual comments and
provide the parties with a written summary of the disposition of those comments, including
whether any changes have been or will be made to group chairman factual reports. In addition to
any comments you may have on the draft reports, please also indicate whether you believe any
additional investigation is needed to complete the factual record.

The purpose of a technical review is to verify the accuracy and completeness of the
factual information on which the analysis will be based. We are inviting factual comments only,
not analytical comments or editorial suggestions. After the technical review, you will have an
opportunity to submit a party submission in which you may offer your analysis, including
proposed conclusions, probable cause, and recommendations. We will set the due date for party
submissions after the technical review.

Please remember that draft factual reports are for official use only until released in the
public docket, and NTSB regulations prohibit the release of investigative information that has
not been released by the NTSB without prior consultation and approval of the Investigator-in-
Charge (11C).

Please feel free to contact me at _ or e-mail me at _ if

you have any questions regarding the technical review process.

Respectfully,



Peter Kotowski, Investigator-in-Charge

Attachments:

1.

© © N o g A~ wD

Crash Summary

Aerial Imagery Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Highway and Signals Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report
Railroad Operations Group Chairman’s Report

On-Board Video Group Chairman’s Report

Event Recorder Group Chairman’s Report

Vehicle Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Motor Carrier Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Human Performance Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report

10. Survival Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report



National Transportation Safety Board

Washington, D.C. 20594

September 28, 2018

Joel DeNunzio, P.E., Resident Engineer
Virginia Department of Transportation, Charlottesville Residency
701 VDOT Way, Charlottesville, VA 22911

Re:  Railroad Grade Crossing Amtrak Train and Refuse Truck
January 31, 2018
Crozet, VA

Mr. DeNunzio,

Enclosed are copies of each draft group chairman factual report in the above-referenced
investigation, for your technical review and comment. The deadline for submitting comments is
September 12, 2018. The NTSB investigative team will review all factual comments and
provide the parties with a written summary of the disposition of those comments, including
whether any changes have been or will be made to group chairman factual reports. In addition to
any comments you may have on the draft reports, please also indicate whether you believe any
additional investigation is needed to complete the factual record.

The purpose of a technical review is to verify the accuracy and completeness of the
factual information on which the analysis will be based. We are inviting factual comments only,
not analytical comments or editorial suggestions. After the technical review, you will have an
opportunity to submit a party submission in which you may offer your analysis, including
proposed conclusions, probable cause, and recommendations. We will set the due date for party
submissions after the technical review.

Please remember that draft factual reports are for official use only until released in the
public docket, and NTSB regulations prohibit the release of investigative information that has
not been released by the NTSB without prior consultation and approval of the Investigator-in-
Charge (11C).

Please feel free to contact me at _ or e-mail me at _ if

you have any questions regarding the technical review process.

Respectfully,



Peter Kotowski, Investigator-in-Charge

Attachments:

1.

© © N o g A~ wD

Crash Summary

Aerial Imagery Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Highway and Signals Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report
Railroad Operations Group Chairman’s Report

On-Board Video Group Chairman’s Report

Event Recorder Group Chairman’s Report

Vehicle Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Motor Carrier Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Human Performance Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report

10. Survival Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report



National Transportation Safety Board

Washington, D.C. 20594

September 28, 2018

Craig Feister, Division Administrator
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
Virginia Division

400 N. Street Suite 780

Richmond, VA 23219

Re:  Railroad Grade Crossing Amtrak Train and Refuse Truck
January 31, 2018
Crozet, VA

Mr. Feister,

Enclosed are copies of each draft group chairman factual report in the above-referenced
investigation, for your technical review and comment. The deadline for submitting comments is
September 12, 2018. The NTSB investigative team will review all factual comments and
provide the parties with a written summary of the disposition of those comments, including
whether any changes have been or will be made to group chairman factual reports. In addition to
any comments you may have on the draft reports, please also indicate whether you believe any
additional investigation is needed to complete the factual record.

The purpose of a technical review is to verify the accuracy and completeness of the
factual information on which the analysis will be based. We are inviting factual comments only,
not analytical comments or editorial suggestions. After the technical review, you will have an
opportunity to submit a party submission in which you may offer your analysis, including
proposed conclusions, probable cause, and recommendations. We will set the due date for party
submissions after the technical review.

Please remember that draft factual reports are for official use only until released in the
public docket, and NTSB regulations prohibit the release of investigative information that has
not been released by the NTSB without prior consultation and approval of the Investigator-in-
Charge (11C).

Please feel free to contact me at ||| or e-mail me at |GG

you have any questions regarding the technical review process.

Respectfully,



Peter Kotowski, Investigator-in-Charge

Attachments:

1.

© © N o g s~ w DN

Crash Summary

Aerial Imagery Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Highway and Signals Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report
Railroad Operations Group Chairman’s Report

On-Board Video Group Chairman’s Report

Event Recorder Group Chairman’s Report

Vehicle Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Motor Carrier Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Human Performance Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report

10. Survival Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report



National Transportation Safety Board

Washington, D.C. 20594

September 28, 2018

Theresa Impastato, Deputy Chief Safety Officer
National Railroad Passenger Corporation (AMTRAK)
2955 Market Street, Box 15, Philadelphia, PA 19104

Re:  Railroad Grade Crossing Amtrak Train and Refuse Truck
January 31, 2018
Crozet, VA

Ms. Impastato,

Enclosed are copies of each draft group chairman factual report in the above-referenced
investigation, for your technical review and comment. The deadline for submitting comments is
September 12, 2018. The NTSB investigative team will review all factual comments and
provide the parties with a written summary of the disposition of those comments, including
whether any changes have been or will be made to group chairman factual reports. In addition to
any comments you may have on the draft reports, please also indicate whether you believe any
additional investigation is needed to complete the factual record.

The purpose of a technical review is to verify the accuracy and completeness of the
factual information on which the analysis will be based. We are inviting factual comments only,
not analytical comments or editorial suggestions. After the technical review, you will have an
opportunity to submit a party submission in which you may offer your analysis, including
proposed conclusions, probable cause, and recommendations. We will set the due date for party
submissions after the technical review.

Please remember that draft factual reports are for official use only until released in the
public docket, and NTSB regulations prohibit the release of investigative information that has
not been released by the NTSB without prior consultation and approval of the Investigator-in-
Charge (11C).

Please feel free to contact me at _ or e-mail me at _ if

you have any questions regarding the technical review process.

Respectfully,

Peter Kotowski, Investigator-in-Charge



Attachments:

1.

© © N o g A~ wD

Crash Summary

Aerial Imagery Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Highway and Signals Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report
Railroad Operations Group Chairman’s Report

On-Board Video Group Chairman’s Report

Event Recorder Group Chairman’s Report

Vehicle Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Motor Carrier Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Human Performance Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report

10. Survival Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report



National Transportation Safety Board

Washington, D.C. 20594

September 28, 2018

Steven C Powell President
Buckingham Branch Railroad
1063 Main Street

P.0.Box 336

Dillwyn, VA 23936

Re:  Railroad Grade Crossing Amtrak Train and Refuse Truck
January 31, 2018
Crozet, VA

Mr. Powell,

Enclosed are copies of each draft group chairman factual report in the above-referenced
investigation, for your technical review and comment. The deadline for submitting comments is
September 12, 2018. The NTSB investigative team will review all factual comments and
provide the parties with a written summary of the disposition of those comments, including
whether any changes have been or will be made to group chairman factual reports. In addition to
any comments you may have on the draft reports, please also indicate whether you believe any
additional investigation is needed to complete the factual record.

The purpose of a technical review is to verify the accuracy and completeness of the
factual information on which the analysis will be based. We are inviting factual comments only,
not analytical comments or editorial suggestions. After the technical review, you will have an
opportunity to submit a party submission in which you may offer your analysis, including
proposed conclusions, probable cause, and recommendations. We will set the due date for party
submissions after the technical review.

Please remember that draft factual reports are for official use only until released in the
public docket, and NTSB regulations prohibit the release of investigative information that has
not been released by the NTSB without prior consultation and approval of the Investigator-in-
Charge (11C).

Please feel free to contact me at ||| or e-mail me at |GG

you have any questions regarding the technical review process.

Respectfully,



Peter Kotowski, Investigator-in-Charge

Attachments:

1.

© © N o g s~ w DN

Crash Summary

Aerial Imagery Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Highway and Signals Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report
Railroad Operations Group Chairman’s Report

On-Board Video Group Chairman’s Report

Event Recorder Group Chairman’s Report

Vehicle Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Motor Carrier Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Human Performance Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report

10. Survival Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report



National Transportation Safety Board

Washington, D.C. 20594

September 28, 2018

Cory Claypool, Representative
Brotherhood of Railroad Signalmen
917 Shenandoah Shores Road,
Front Royal, VA 22630

Re:  Railroad Grade Crossing Amtrak Train and Refuse Truck
January 31, 2018
Crozet, VA

Mr. Claypool,

Enclosed are copies of each draft group chairman factual report in the above-referenced
investigation, for your technical review and comment. The deadline for submitting comments is
September 12, 2018. The NTSB investigative team will review all factual comments and
provide the parties with a written summary of the disposition of those comments, including
whether any changes have been or will be made to group chairman factual reports. In addition to
any comments you may have on the draft reports, please also indicate whether you believe any
additional investigation is needed to complete the factual record.

The purpose of a technical review is to verify the accuracy and completeness of the
factual information on which the analysis will be based. We are inviting factual comments only,
not analytical comments or editorial suggestions. After the technical review, you will have an
opportunity to submit a party submission in which you may offer your analysis, including
proposed conclusions, probable cause, and recommendations. We will set the due date for party
submissions after the technical review.

Please remember that draft factual reports are for official use only until released in the
public docket, and NTSB regulations prohibit the release of investigative information that has
not been released by the NTSB without prior consultation and approval of the Investigator-in-
Charge (11C).

Please feel free to contact me at ||| or e-mail me at |GG

you have any questions regarding the technical review process.

Respectfully,

Peter Kotowski, Investigator-in-Charge



Attachments:

1.

© © N o g s~ w DN

Crash Summary

Aerial Imagery Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Highway and Signals Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report
Railroad Operations Group Chairman’s Report

On-Board Video Group Chairman’s Report

Event Recorder Group Chairman’s Report

Vehicle Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Motor Carrier Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Human Performance Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report

10. Survival Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report



National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594

September 28, 2018

William Bates

Association of Sheet Metal, Air, Rail, and Transportation Workers
1307 Brookland Parkway

Richmond, VA 23227

Re:  Railroad Grade Crossing Amtrak Train and Refuse Truck
January 31, 2018
Crozet, VA

Mr. Bates,

Enclosed are copies of each draft group chairman factual report in the above-referenced
investigation, for your technical review and comment. The deadline for submitting comments is
September 12, 2018. The NTSB investigative team will review all factual comments and
provide the parties with a written summary of the disposition of those comments, including
whether any changes have been or will be made to group chairman factual reports. In addition to
any comments you may have on the draft reports, please also indicate whether you believe any
additional investigation is needed to complete the factual record.

The purpose of a technical review is to verify the accuracy and completeness of the
factual information on which the analysis will be based. We are inviting factual comments only,
not analytical comments or editorial suggestions. After the technical review, you will have an
opportunity to submit a party submission in which you may offer your analysis, including
proposed conclusions, probable cause, and recommendations. We will set the due date for party
submissions after the technical review.

Please remember that draft factual reports are for official use only until released in the
public docket, and NTSB regulations prohibit the release of investigative information that has
not been released by the NTSB without prior consultation and approval of the Investigator-in-
Charge (11C).

Please feel free to contact me at _ or e-mail me at _ if

you have any questions regarding the technical review process.

Respectfully,



Peter Kotowski, Investigator-in-Charge

Attachments:

1.

© © N o g A~ wD

Crash Summary

Aerial Imagery Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Highway and Signals Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report
Railroad Operations Group Chairman’s Report

On-Board Video Group Chairman’s Report

Event Recorder Group Chairman’s Report

Vehicle Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Motor Carrier Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Human Performance Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report

10. Survival Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report



National Transportation Safety Board

Washington, D.C. 20594

September 28, 2018

Randy Fannon

Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and Trainmen
16507 Old Timber Rd

Abingdon, VA 24212

Re:  Railroad Grade Crossing Amtrak Train and Refuse Truck
January 31, 2018
Crozet, VA

Mr. Fannon,

Enclosed are copies of each draft group chairman factual report in the above-referenced
investigation, for your technical review and comment. The deadline for submitting comments is
September 12, 2018. The NTSB investigative team will review all factual comments and
provide the parties with a written summary of the disposition of those comments, including
whether any changes have been or will be made to group chairman factual reports. In addition to
any comments you may have on the draft reports, please also indicate whether you believe any
additional investigation is needed to complete the factual record.

The purpose of a technical review is to verify the accuracy and completeness of the
factual information on which the analysis will be based. We are inviting factual comments only,
not analytical comments or editorial suggestions. After the technical review, you will have an
opportunity to submit a party submission in which you may offer your analysis, including
proposed conclusions, probable cause, and recommendations. We will set the due date for party
submissions after the technical review.

Please remember that draft factual reports are for official use only until released in the
public docket, and NTSB regulations prohibit the release of investigative information that has
not been released by the NTSB without prior consultation and approval of the Investigator-in-
Charge (11C).

Please feel free to contact me at ||| or e-mail me at |GG

you have any questions regarding the technical review process.

Respectfully,

Peter Kotowski, Investigator-in-Charge



Attachments:

1.

© © N o g b~ w DN

Crash Summary

Aerial Imagery Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Highway and Signals Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report
Railroad Operations Group Chairman’s Report

On-Board Video Group Chairman’s Report

Event Recorder Group Chairman’s Report

Vehicle Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Motor Carrier Group Chairman’s Factual Report

Human Performance Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report

10. Survival Factors Group Chairman’s Factual Report





